GREATER MANCHESTER INTEGRATED TRANSPORT AUTHORITY

Report for Resolution

DATE: 12 February 2010
SUBJECT: Consultation on the Transport Strategy for Manchester City Centre
REPORT OF: The Clerk to the Authority and Chief Executive, GMPTE

PURPOSE OF REPORT

To draw Members’ attention to the consultation on the draft Transport Strategy for
Manchester City Centre (TSfMCC) which has been jointly produced by Manchester City
Council and GMPTE.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Members are recommended to:
1. Note the consultation on TSfMCC which closes on 22 March 2010.

2. Agree to receive a further report setting out the responses to the consultations
together with any proposed amendments to the strategy.

3. Agree to hold a workshop to allow members the opportunity to discuss the
proposals in the document.

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:

Transport strategy for Manchester City Centre: Consultation draft January 2010
Report to Policy and Resources Committee 11 September 2009

CONTACT OFFICER:

Keith Howcroft — 0161 234 3312
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Background

At the meeting of Policy and Resources Committee on 11 September 2009,
Members received a report on what was then called the Regional Centre Transport
Strategy, now renamed the Transport Strategy for Manchester City Centre.
Members agreed to receive copies of the draft, which have now been circulated,
and called for a further update report.

The Strategy (Executive summary attached) was published on 11 January and the
consultation period runs to 22 March 2010.

Next Steps

Officers from the City Council and GMPTE will be involved in a series of
stakeholder meetings and presentations over the coming weeks to publicise the
strategy and gather feedback. At the end of the consultation period, the comments
received will be analysed and a further report prepared together with
recommendations for any changes.

Members may also wish to hold a workshop so as to have the opportunity to
consider the proposals in more detalil.

Recommendations

A full set of recommendations appears at the front of the report.



Transport Strategy for Manchester City Centre
Consultation draft: January 2010

Executive Summary

1. Over the last 15 years, Manchester has delivered a strong and diversified economy and
a vibrant city centre. This has been achieved through the leadership of Manchester City
Council and its strategic partners. This strategy aims to support this economic success
story by identifying key transport policies and interventions for future delivery.

2. The ambition set out in the Strategic Plan for Manchester City Centre, published earlier
this year, is to put Manchester in the premier league of cities in Europe and across the
world. Transport's role in delivering on this ambition cannot be underestimated.
Recognising the importance of a well connected city region, the Association of Greater
Manchester Authorities (AGMA), representing all ten districts together with the Greater
Manchester Integrated Transport Authority (GMITA), have agreed a radical funding
package that will enable the area to maximise the benefits the transport network can
deliver.

3. The Greater Manchester Transport Fund (GMTF) investment package will deliver
£1.5bn of transport improvements. Building on other significant improvements which have
taken place over the last few years, the fund will cover a range of initiatives, from new and
extended Metrolink lines, redeveloped transport interchanges, new road schemes,
increased park and ride spaces, improved bus routes and measures to improve conditions
for pedestrians and cyclists.

4. There is the potential for employment in the city centre to grow by 50,000 by 2020.
These new jobs will cause the number of trips into the city centre to grow by a third. To
retain essential labour market connectivity, the main thrust of this strategy must be to
maintain access to the city centre by all modes and to strengthen public transport capacity
and quality, together with improving conditions for cyclists and pedestrians. This additional
capacity will allow an increasing number of people to switch to more sustainable modes of
transport, a process that will be encouraged through a package of measures to promote
Smarter Travel and behavioural change.

5. As part of the strategy, road traffic that does not need to travel through the city

centre will be intercepted early and redirected via a more efficient and better signed
strategic highway network. This, in turn, will help ease the pressure on the Inner Ring
Road and allow it to play a more effective role as a city centre access and distributor
route.

6. The strategy stresses the need to continue to pursue measures to develop transport
infrastructure to ensure that anticipated growth is not constrained or inhibited, and to
ensure better access to the employment opportunities that will be created. The transport
infrastructure investments and service improvements that will be funded by the GMTF will
bring a significant increase in public transport capacity, giving more sustainable travel
choices to commuters, shoppers and visitors, and so help to tackle congestion. Seeking to
hold the number of cars entering the city centre at around existing levels will, in turn, give
more opportunities to reduce the impact of traffic in the city centre, increase the scope for
public realm works, enhance pedestrian safety and deliver public transport improvements.
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7. The GMTF has given the city-region a great boost — we have the resources to deliver
many of the strategic transport improvements required to continue growing the regional
economy. AGMA and GMITA are committed to making this significant public investment,
but other key stakeholders and the major transport operators will also need to make
contributions to ensure the maximum benefits of the strategy are achieved. As part of the
discussions around the city-region pilot, AGMA and GMITA will also be seeking to
examine how the city region can assume additional responsibilities and greater influence
over the specification and delivery of transport investment and services.

8. The successful delivery of this transport strategy is absolutely essential to the
continuing economic success of the city-region, to ensure that it will be well placed to
continue its role as the regional economic powerhouse and further contribute to the
economic success of the UK.

9. This is a consultation document and the City Council, with its stakeholders, would like
your feedback on the contents. The purpose of this consultation is to ensure that all
stakeholders have the opportunity to respond to the proposals and that suggestions can
be incorporated into the final document. Full details of how to respond are located at the
end of the document.



